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President’s Message
By Ann Knutson, AAZK San Diego President

For the last 4 years AAZK SD has been an official charity of the Tri-city
Medical Carlsbad Marathon and half Marathon. As part of this group of
non-profits we are invited to attend a heroes reception the Friday before
the race. The heroes reception is to recognize those runners who have
overcome tremendous odds to be able to complete either the half
marathon or the full.
Each year I have been fortunate to attend this event, and each year I walk
away amazed and inspired by the individuals who have survived heart
transplants, bi-polar disorder, cancer, and a whole range of other lifethreatening situations. It is a great reminder that although I may be tired
or frustrated, I still have so much to be thankful for.
One of the things I am thankful for are all the volunteers who came out to
volunteer at the Marathon! It is an early morning, but we always have a
lot of fun (pictured below). Thank you to everyone who volunteered at the
Marathon and at any of our events throughout the year! We could not do
all that we do without you!

Lauren Ayres- San Diego Zoo
Professional Development
Yeleny Smith – San Diego Zoo
Volunteer Coordinator
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Painted Dog Research Trust
By Grace Yambrach, AAZK San Diego Conservation Partner Officer

On February 27th AAZK SD had the honor of hosting an evening with Dr. Greg Rasmussen of
Painted Dog Research Trust. I was also lucky to spend the day with him talking about
conservation. Dr. Rasmussen has been working with painted dogs, a highly-endangered
carnivore, since 1989. Currently his core team is comprised of MK Moyo, who is his field
technician tracker and right hand man, as well as his Zimbabwean graduate students, Tendai
Nekatambe, who is doing her Masters at NUST University Bulawayo, Tatenda Muchopa, and
Tafadzwa Shumba.
Dr. Rasmussen’s mission and that of Painted Dog Research is to conserve Painted Dogs using
data and research as the guiding tool. Another major goal is that through this research
Zimbabwean graduate students will be mentored with the intention of creating a generation of
motivated, field competent, and passionate conservation biologists.
Painted Dog Research is based just outside Victoria
Falls and situated in a landscape mosaic of National
parks, forestry, private safari areas, and communal
lands where it is intended stakeholder benefits will
accrue. With trans-boundary initiatives being focal
to conservation and as painted dogs know no
international boundaries, the work will extend along
the width of the Zambezi from Botswana, Zambia,
and Namibia, to Mozambique and share knowledge
with these important range states.
Dr. Rasmussen and community members are
currently building their Ecology Training Center
where young aspiring biologists and conservationists can come for scientific training and
education in understanding and solving complex questions about wildlife and ecosystems in
Africa. If you would like to support Dr. Rasmussen in this endeavor, this information is on his
GoFundMe page at: https://www.gofundme.com/PDRTZimbabwe.
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Rhino Conservation: A Global Conservation Force presentation
By Grace Yambrach, AAZK San Diego Conservation Partner Officer

This past March 10th I was able to attend a lecture event by Dr.
Will Fowlds and Global Conservation Force (GCF). Dr. Fowlds
is a South African Veterinarian known for saving rhinos who've
been attacked by poachers. GCF is a San Diego based non-profit
organization founded by San Diego Zoo Safari Park keeper,
Mike Veale in 2014. GCF is dedicated to saving endangered
species and protecting habitats.
Mike first spoke on GCF and its conservation strategies in three simple categories: Antipoaching units, Awareness and Education, and On the ground action.
 Anti-poaching units – The APUs hold the shield for the wildlife, buying time for action in
international laws, local policy change and political stability. GCF works to provide these
units the necessary gear to do their jobs effectively. This includes focusing on new,
customized gear for their region of patrol and technologies that can assist them daily.
 Awareness and Education – Without knowledge of the issues and the correct way to
approach solving each problem the rest of the world can’t get involved. GCF understands
that there are many problems in the world but this is where they focus on the human
element of the issue. Educating local communities on sustainable tourism and the value of
wildlife is just as important as talking to high school and college students about the crises
on the ground.
 On the ground action – Mike and his staff actively work on the problems, in situ, to gain
real insight from the places that are in trouble. Mike spends part of his year working with
Anti-Poaching units doing all types of patrols, wildlife protection details and enforcement.
This is vital to ensure that the gear is getting to the correct place, the gear is appropriate
and useable for the region and that it is worth continuing to supply the gear, equipment or
new technology.
Dr Will Fowlds qualified from Faculty of Veterinary Science at Onderstepoort in 1997. After
practicing in small animals and exotics in the UK for five years, he returned to South Africa to
pursue his passion as a wildlife vet in the Eastern Cape.
Will spends much of his time documenting and sharing
his personal testimony of the brutal reality of poaching
from the coalface. These emotional accounts have
prompted media from around the world to convey this
tragedy befalling the magnificent rhino. Dr Fowlds has
partnered with Medivet UK and Saving the Survivors to
enable him to increase his work in rescue and creating
awareness of the plight of rhino.
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Dr. Fowlds spoke about his most memorable encounter with Thandi. Dr Fowlds was called on the
morning of 2 March 2012 when their team found that three rhinos had been poached at Kariega.
Overnight, the three rhinos had been illegally darted using veterinary drugs and the poachers
had brutally removed bone, skin and horn with either machetes or axes, leaving the rhinos for
dead. One rhino had in fact already died from its injuries but Themba, a male, and Thandi, a
female was still alive when they were discovered that morning. Since then he has shared the
story of Thandi, Themba and Bull #84 around the world to generate awareness and raise funds
for the protection and conservation of rhino.
Dr. Fowlds also went on to explain that the two main streams of poaching are bush-meat
poaching and organized crime-driven poaching. Both are illegal but they are driven by two
different incentives. Bush-meat poaching, although a constant challenge, can to some extent be
curbed by meeting the socio-economic needs of the local communities. Sustainable utilization or
photographic eco-tourism systems, when well implemented, can go a long way to reduce poaching
levels, especially when combined with education.
But organized crime-driven poaching, like ivory and rhino horn, is most often driven by demands
far removed from local circumstances. It comes with such financial incentives that even a mere
10% of the reward chain usually finds a willing perpetrator with the required local knowledge to
orchestrate a poaching. How devastating this is depends on whether systems (like protection and
a good legal system) are intimidating enough to outcompete the temptation of the reward. The
set of solutions must address both the rewards of poaching and the risk side simultaneously, if
we want to stand any chance of reducing poaching to manageable levels. The weaker the one side
of this effort is, the stronger the other side needs to be.
The common denominator to both these systems, in almost all instances, rests in local
communities. These communities surrounding or living within protected wildlife areas need to be
able to feel (not just be told about) the benefit in keeping wildlife alive and well managed. But
education alone of the importance of these species to wild ecosystems, and hence to mankind in
the long term, will not be enough to deter economically challenged people away from poaching.
Final note: In December 2013, during one of the many checkups Thandi underwent, blood tests
revealed she was pregnant and Will estimated she would give birth in December 2014. All those
involved in Thandi’s dramatic story of survival anxiously awaited the birth, and on
Tuesday 13th January 2015 Kariega Game Reserve made the following announcement:
“Kariega Game Reserve is delighted to announce that poaching survivor Thandi the rhino has
given birth to a calf at 8.50am this morning. The birth was witnessed by two Kariega rangers
and shortly afterwards wildlife veterinarian Dr Will Fowlds observed the mother and her calf
from a distance. He confirmed that both are doing well.”
You can follow Dr. Fowlds on twitter @DrWillFowlds or follow him on his blog at
williamfowldsdaytoday.blogspot.com
The Keeper – Spring 2017

4

The Keeper – Spring 2017

5

Bowling for Rhinos – Saving Endangered Species
By Yvette Kemp, AAZK San Diego Treasurer

We all know the importance of protecting endangered
species and rhinos are one of those species who really need
our help. AAZK provides a much needed avenue to raise
funds and awareness for rhinos and their habitat. Rhinos
are listed from vulnerable to critically endangered and it is
through public awareness and conservation programs that
we can help them.
That is why AAZK San Diego is excited to be hosting our 27th annual Bowling for Rhinos
fundraiser event on May 20th. Every year we have done the best we can to raise funding for rhino
conservation while having a fun.
Activities included will be a fun team costume contest,
drawings, silent auction, face painting, and more. There will be
great food too. Besides everyone’s favorite Kearny Mesa
Bowling alley food and our traditional bake sale, this year we
have invited our friends from O’s Food Truck to join us. A
percentage of sales from all food and beverages consumed that
evening will be donated to rhino conservation.
Now more than ever rhinos need our help. We invite you to be a part of their
conservation. Put together a bowling team, your own fundraising team, and just have
fun. 100% of all profits raised will go directly to rhino conservation.
Join us on May 20th at Kearney Mesa Bowl to help rhinos and be a part of rhino
conservation. Make it your post-Endangered Species Day celebration. Also this year
you can continue to show your support for BFR long after the event is over by
purchasing (and using!) an awesome BFR reusable bottle! Visit our website at
www.sdaazk.org ; you won’t want to miss out!
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BFR Trip - Indonesia
By Ann Knutson, AAZK SD President

In August 2016, I was able to take a trip of a life time
to Indonesia with International Rhino Foundation
(IRF). The trip is hosted yearly by IRF as a reward for
one of the top three BFR fundraising chapters of
AAZK in North America. In 2015 I was the top
fundraiser for our AAZK San Diego chapter, and the
entire amount raised by the chapter was put in my
name. Our chapter was the third highest fundraiser
that year, which meant I was able to go on the IRF
trip. The focus on the trip is to show the participants
how IRF uses the funds that are raised through BFR.
To begin the journey, we had over 24 hours of travel, with stops in LA, Tokyo, and Jakarta,
which is on the island of Java. Once in Jakarta we gathered our belongings and traveled an hour
by taxi to a hotel. We were able to shower and change and sleep for 4 hours before waking up to
take an early morning flight to Sumatra. Once in Sumatra we had another 6-hour car ride to the
Sumatran Rhino Sanctuary in Way Kumbas National Park.
When we stepped out of the car at the sanctuary, it was like heaven. The late afternoon sun was
breaking through the tall tree leaves and leaving a trail of light until it hit the ground. It was the
pure and clean light that you see after a cleansing rain. We decided to go on a walk around the
rhino enclosures and get a feel for the Sanctuary. We didn’t see any of the elusive rhinos on that
walk, but we got a feel for the layout and were able to see many other native flora and fauna.
The next day we were able to meet all the Sumatran Rhinos at the sanctuary; Andalas, Ratu,
Rosa, Andatu, Harapan, and even the newest member Delilah! Delilah was born to mother Ratu
and father Andalas. She is the most recent example of the success of their breeding set up.

The enclosures are set up in a large wagon wheel shape, with a center enclosure for
introductions. Each pie shaped enclosure is very large and allows the rhino to meander and
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graze each day. Each rhino has two enclosures that they stay in for 6 months at a time. This
allows the enclosure they are not currently occupying to recover from being grazed by the rhino
for 6 months. Each rhino has a full-time keeper that monitors their health and activity and
provides supplemental food.
We went out on a couple of the morning check-ups on the rhinos, which is where the rhinos shift
into holding pens for visual check-ups by the veterinarian team. This is also where they get their
extra browse and special treats. We were also able to talk to the head keepers for each of the
rhinos, and as you would imagine they are as devoted to the animals in their keep as each of us
are in our own areas we work daily.
From the Sanctuary we headed out on another long car ride to Bukit Barisan Selatan National
Park. Here we stayed in a Rhino Protection Unit outpost for one evening. This was one of
highlights of the trip! We only got to stay in the Park for one night and ¾ of a day, but it was
such an amazing habitat. We saw a Rafflasia flower in bloom, Wreathed Hornbill (pictured), and
a gliding lizard. This is also where all the participants on the yearly BFR trip get to plant a tree
that will eventually help recover the rainforest.

After our incredible stay in Sumatra we headed back to Java and had a day of rest and
relaxation! It was a day full of messages, facials, and sleeping. It was much needed, especially
since we were only half way through our trip. It also let us reflect on all the amazing animals
and habitats we had already seen.
After our day of relaxation, we hopped back on the road and headed to Peuchang, which is a
tourist island. The Rhino Protection Unit (RPU) was there with us to guide us on walks through
the forest and to take us on boat rides to see other islands and the animals on those nearby
islands. We saw fruit bats flying at dusk and dawn, banteng, bee eaters, and so many more
incredible animals.
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From there we went to Ujong Kulong National Park and spent a day
walking through the forests there with a RPU. While we were not
lucky enough to see a Javan Rhino in person, we were fortunate
enough to see a fresh footprint. We were able to have a long
discussion with the RPU at Ujong Kulong and find out what their
lives are like and what is their biggest challenge.
We were able to talk with all the different RPUs at each of the National Parks, and it was very
interesting that each Park had its own set of issues. The RPU in Way Kumbas had the most
issues with land encroachment, whereas the RPU in Bukit Barisan are dealing with poachers
who are well armed, and the RPU in Ujong Kulong have an invasive plant species they have to
fight. Even though they all had different difficulties to deal with, they all had one thing in
common; they all were completely devoted to the survival of the Sumatran and Javan Rhinos.
Between seeing the amazing animals and habitats in person that most people don’t even know
exist and getting to meet the inspirational RPU, this trip was life changing. I hope that everyone
realizes it is within your reach to be able to go on this trip as well! Mark AAZK SD’s Bowling for
Rhinos event on your calendar for May 20th, 2017 and start your fundraising campaign now! The
sooner you start the easier it will be to be the top fundraiser and have a chance at winning a life
changing trip!!
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BFR Trip - Africa
By Jenny Tibbott, AAZK SD member

Its Bowling for Rhinos time again!!! This is Jenny Tibbott,
senior bird keeper from the Safari Park. Last year our team
'What the Chuck?!?' , members - me, Justin Tibbott, Charlie
Hyde, Erin Womack and Lauren Wright, were the highest
team fundraisers and Justin and I got the opportunity
to visit Lewa Wildlife Conservancy for 2 weeks!
In Kenya BFR supports the Lewa Wildlife Conservancy where donations help protect both black
and white rhinos. In Indonesia BFR supports the remaining Javan Rhinos at Ujung Kulon
National Park and the Sumatran Rhinos in Bukit Barisan Selatan and Way Kambas National
Parks through International Rhino Foundation. BFR also supports Action for Cheetahs in
Kenya.
We got a chance to visit Lewa in March and were so
impressed with the organization and its staff. Lewa is
surrounded by communities that act as the first line
of defense for poachers and other illegal wildlife
activity. These communities value Lewa and share in
the responsibility of protection. We were able to meet
many rangers and other rhino protection staff that
have been with Lewa since the beginning. These are
highly skilled, well trained men and woman that have
a passion for protecting wildlife and are proud to say
they haven't lost a single rhino on Lewa since 2013.
With help from donations (like BFR donations!!!) Lewa supports many community projects that
solidify the symbiotic relationship these communities have with the conservancy and wildlife in
general. Lewa supports water projects, clinics, helps to build schools, and even has programs
that help exceptional students continue their educations. Lewa has an extensive history
empowering women and has a women's micro credit program that allows groups of women to
come together forming a business cooperative. Lewa Conservancy is a model for community
supported sustainable conservation and really is just doing everything right. The funds raised
from BFR, your money, go to so much more than just rhino protection. It supports communities
willing to co-exist with wildlife in wild places. They are putting the trust, responsibility and
passion back into the people who have the greatest tie to the land and its wildlife. Truly creating
an example for the worlds conservancies and parks as they forge forward.
We feel so fortunate to have been around the people of Lewa and the surrounding communities.
We are forever grateful for the hospitality and the experience. Please donate to Bowling for
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Rhinos this year and be a part of the amazing work this and other conservancies are doing.....and
if you're looking for a team to donate to 'What the Chuck?!?' will be there again, just sayin ;)
Thank you from Jenny and Justin Tibbott and the other 'What the Chuck'ers' - Charlie, Erin and
Lauren
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AAZK San Diego Membership Form


Check here if you are renewing



Professional (must already be an AAZK National; adding local San Diego membership w/access to workshops)

$25.00



Full (must already be an AAZK National; adding local San Diego membership)

$15.00



Supporter (local AAZK San Diego Membership Only)

$15.00



Institutional (organizations/institutions; requires board approval)

$50.00

Name _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City __________________________________________________State/ Zip _______________________________________________________

Email _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Zoo Affiliation _____________________________________________Job Title _____________________________________________________

Work area ______________________________________________Species you work with ____________________________________________
Professional AAZK San Diego Member. Benefits include:











Access to online animal professional courses offered through CollaborNation Collaborative Learning Environment
Free admittance to all our hands-on workshops and events
Opportunity to sign-up for hands-on workshops before it is offered to others
One-year subscription to our quarterly newsletter, The Keeper
Free admission to special presentations by guest speakers
Support of local and international conservation projects
Free admission to our annual AAZK SD photo caravan at the Safari Park
Please fill out form and send
Ability to participate in local board member elections
All National AAZK membership benefits
AAZK San Diego

Full AAZK San Diego Members. Benefits include:








to:

Membership
P.O. Box 632984
San Diego, CA 92103

One-year subscription to our quarterly newsletter, The Keeper
Free admission to special presentations by guest speakers
Support of local and international conservation projects
Free admission to our annual AAZK SD photo caravan at the Safari Park
Ability to participate in local board member elections
All National AAZK membership benefits

AAZK San Diego Supporter. Benefits include:





One-year subscription to our quarterly newsletter, The Keeper
Free admission to special presentations by guest speakers
Support of local and international conservation projects
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AAZK San Diego
P.O. Box 632984
San Diego, CA
92103
Tel: (619) 231-1515 ext. 4672
Email: TheKeeperSDAAZK@cox.net
Web site: www.sdaazk.org
FaceBook: http://www.facebook.com/sdaazk
The Keeper is published quarterly by the American Association of Zoo Keepers San Diego Chapter, Inc. (AAZK SD), a nonprofit, tax-exempt
organization with offices at P.O. Box 120551, San Diego, CA 92112; (619) 231-1515, ext. 4672. Address for editorial, advertising and
membership inquiries—AAZK SD, P.O. Box 632984, Hillcrest Post Office San Diego, CA 92103. Reproduction or use without written
permission of editorial or pictorial content in any manner is prohibited. Copyright @ 1996 by AAZK SD. Subscriptions are included with the
membership in AAZK SD or by paying $15 per year, U.S. currency only. The Keeper assumes no responsibility for unsolicited materials.
Manuscripts or artwork not accompanied by a self–addressed, stamped envelope may not be returned. The Keeper makes every effort to ensure
that the products and services advertised in our pages are consistent with the environmental ethic that we promote. Opinions expressed on
these pages do not necessarily reflect the view of the AAZK SD, AAZK, Inc., or the board of either chapter or parent organization.

CALENDAR 2017 visit www.sdaazk.org for updates
May 10, 2017: AAZK Meeting.
You are invited to participate and join us at the next AAZK Board
meeting at 5:00 pm, in the zoo’s Warner building. Our meetings are
open to all and we welcome everyone’s input and participation. For
more information, email AAZK San Diego president at
annkntsn@yahoo.com
May 20, 2017: Bowling for Rhinos. Get your team registered and don’t forget to purchase an
awesome reusable bottle to commemorate the event! Visit our website for registration details and
learn how to set up your own fundraising website; then join us at Kearny Mesa Bowl for an
amazing evening of fun, prizes, food, and contests! http://sdaazk.com/2017-events/bowling-forrhinos-2017/
Post June 18, 2017: Photography Workshop. AAZK San Diego is partnering with ‘Focus on
the San Diego Zoo and Safari Park’ photography group to offer a chance to learn more about
photography! You’ll receive tips on topics like framing, lighting, and proper equipment use. To
determine when would be the best date for the workshops, we are conducting a poll. If you would
be interested in attending a workshop, please fill out the poll by visiting the Photography
Workshop page in the Events tab and following the directions. More details can be found at
http://sdaazk.com/2017-events/photography-workshop/
October 2, 2017. Action for Cheetahs in Kenya. Guest speaker Mary Wystera will give us an
update of ACK’s work. Details to come.

Details about these and all our events available on our website at www.sdaazk.org!
Visit our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/sdaazk
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