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President’s Message  
By Yvette Kemp, SD AAZK President 

 

Summer is always a busy time for keepers and animal care people. For many of us it 

means extended summer hours, more tours, just more things going on. One can say that 

that also tends to extend into our AAZK life. There is always the annual Bowling for 

Rhinos fundraiser and then National Zoo Keeper Week. Plus we have the 3rd annual 

photo contest going on and there are a few other get-togethers we are working on. But 

regardless of what we are doing, you can be sure San Diego AAZK is dedicated to 

supporting conservation programs. 

 

Our annual photo contest that is going on now is the perfect example. We know a lot of 

us like to travel; we visit zoos and animal facilities, and visit animals in their natural 

habitats. While we are there, we take great pictures. These pictures are memorable 

parts of a visit, but many times, we take pictures of animals, nature, and situations 

that we know are incredible and we are fortunate to be able to see. Well those are the 

pictures we are looking for, pictures of good news about conservation and the 

environment.  

 

Something to think about as you submit your photos to this photo contest, is that you 

are helping a very endangered species and great organization. Profits from the contest 

will benefit The Clouded Leopard Project. It’s a great organization that was initiated by 

keepers at the Point Defiance Zoo & Aquarium, then grew into its own non-profit 

incorporation. It’s an example of what a group of people with a common goal and desire 

to make a difference can do. 

 

Lucky for us, Maureen Duryee, our San Diego AAZK VP, was able to travel to Thailand 

to participate in this project recently. You’ll be able to read about her experience in this 

newsletter. Then you’ll want to keep an eye open for the presentation she’ll be giving us 

with all the details of her wonderful adventure. Her passion for clouded leopards is 

evident in her work, so you won’t want to miss that. 

 

Also in this edition of The Keeper, you’ll be able to read about some of the other projects 

we have been involved with during this last quarter. Between Laurie Marker, the 

Cheetah Conservation Fund, CA Wolf Center, Bowling for Rhinos, the tiger exhibit at 

the Safari Park, and National Zoo Keeper Week, we’ve been a little busy. But it’s all 

been that good kind of busy that you feel good about at the end of the day. 

 

San Diego AAZK invites you to join us in that feeling. There are events coming up in 

which you can participate. We are planning on fundraisers for local organizations 

Project Wildlife and The Humane Society in the next couple of months, or if you are 

interested in an international project, you can become involved with the Cheetah 

Conservation Fund’s golf fundraiser in November. And of course, there’s the photo 

contest and The Clouded Leopard Project going on now.  

 

Whatever you choose, you’ll definitely feel good about it at the end of your day! 
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Laurie Marker and the Cheetah Conservation Fund 
By Tina Hunter, SD AAZK Board Member, Sr. Mammal Keeper 

 

On May 10th, we had the honor of hosting a presentation by Dr. Laurie Marker, founder and executive director of 

Cheetah Conservation Fund (CCF).  While travelling to Africa for research in the 70s, Dr. Marker saw the need to 

help wild cheetahs. This large carnivore’s numbers where sharply declining due to loss of habitat, conflict with local 

farmers who killed them for taking livestock, and loss of prey animals for them to hunt. After this turning point, Dr. 

Marker established CCF in 1990, moved to Namibia full time in 1991 and made the conservation of cheetahs her 

life’s mission. 

 

Wildlife tends to take a backseat in a place where human suffering due to hunger, poverty and disease takes 

the foreground. Therefore, CCF is working with the people to transform Africa through education for 21st century 

jobs. This is done by informing people about the importance the cheetah has to the ecosystem, and teaching farmers 

to avoid conflict with cheetahs. The local people are taught that there are benefits to the use of livestock guarding 

dogs, informed wildlife and livestock management practices, and conservation. 

 

The work at CCF focuses on a number of different projects at one time. To aid in the human/wildlife conflict, 

CCF was the 1st organization to use livestock guarding dogs that grow up with the flocks and were the influence 

behind the use of cheetah companion dogs now used by the San Diego Zoo and Safari Park.  The big, white dogs you 

may see walking with cheetahs (Duke at the Zoo and Yeti at the Park) are Anatolian Shepherds, native to Turkey 

and had been bred for 6,000 years to protect sheep from wolves. At CCF, this program has been very successful in 

Namibia with hope that it catches on in other countries as well. 

 

The education center and museum at CCF was opened to the public in 1994 and now sees approximately 

5,000 people a year. By giving local schoolchildren a rare opportunity to see cheetahs up close, the Center hopes to 

alleviate misunderstandings and fear of this beautiful animal and to express the importance of biodiversity in 

general. Through outreach programs, CCF education officers are able to reach thousands of students a years at 

school assemblies. 

 

Through conservancies established with CCF, farmers are encouraged to work with their farming neighbors 

to remove high game fences that cause fragmentation of land and make it difficult for wildlife to move throughout 

their landscape. CCF is part of the Waterberg Conservancy and the Greater Waterberg Complex that have been 

working on habitat restoration research.  Forest Stewardship Certified Bushblok fuel logs are made from harvested 

acacia thorn bush that is then compressed. They are used as fuel for cooking and heating, and woodchip and biofuel 

production.  While removing this invasive plant species helps restore habitat for cheetahs and other wildlife, the 

harvesting and production of them provide many jobs for the local communities.  

 

Because of my interest in research, I was very impressed by the amount of ongoing studies at CCF. By 

training “scat dogs” to search for cheetah poop, they are able to get valuable information about what they are eating, 

ecological needs, DNA analysis, and population health and structure. Where CCF does have a number of orphaned 

cheetahs, due to the loss of their mothers through human/animal conflicts and disease, they also work with a 

number of the wild cheetahs in the area. By using radio-tracking, they are able to see the movements and general 

activity of individuals; while the use of camera traps is used to do a census on the density of cheetahs in the 600 km2 

(360 mi2) research area. Though cheetahs have huge home ranges of ~1,500 km2 (~ 900 mi2) and are found in low 

densities, 22 of them have been identified in the area.  

 

Many individuals and organizations have attempted the re-introduction of carnivores back into the wild, but 

very few have been successful. There is a lack of land of which to send animals back, continued human/wildlife 

conflict, and the inability of the animals to hunt. Through research, patience, and dedication, CCF has been able to 

“re-wild” 18 cheetahs into Southern Namibia where they have not been seen for 40+ years and are working with 

establishing future re-introduction programs in both Zambia and India. How do they do it? The staff selects 

individual animals that are good candidates for re-introduction (usually animals that do not particularly like their 

human caretakers). Animals are “soft” released into an almost 10,000 acre enclosure where they are fed when they 

don’t hunt, but have very little human contact. They are then followed until they are hunting and eating on their 

own; after which they are brought back to a smaller enclosure to await appropriate release site. CCF staff continues 

to monitor the progress of their released animals.  Laurie Marker saw the need to help these wonderful animals, and 

she stepped up and did what she had to do to accomplish it. San Diego’s chapter of AAZK is proud to support Dr. 

Marker and CCF. 
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Getting Involved With Cheetah Conservation Fund 
By Kym Janke, SD AAZK Board Member, Sr Mammal Keeper   kymjanke@hotmail.com 

 

Thank you to all that came out to support the Cheetah Conservation Fund (CCF) and hear Dr. Laurie Marker speak 

about the challenges and advancements in conservation of cheetahs.  

 

CCF is based in Namibia, makes sense since the largest cheetah population resides there, but just because the home 

base is far away doesn’t mean you can’t get involved right at here at home! CCF has chapters around the world who 

are working tirelessly to raise awareness and funds to support cheetah conservation and all of the great 

conservation initiatives pioneered by CCF. If you are in Southern California please visit 

www.ccfsandiego.weebly.com to get involved with our chapter as a volunteer or to stay updated on events and 

fundraisers coming soon. If you are outside of Southern California you can visit www.cheetah.org to learn about 

chapters in your area. 

 

Another amazing way to get involved with CCF is through the volunteering opportunities in Namibia! Anyone can 

volunteer at CCF and people with a wide range of skills are needed to keep the conservation centre running. Zoo 

Keepers are especially beneficial to CCF since part of the conservation program is a compound where they house 

non-releasable cats and also a re-wilding 

program for cats that are hopefully set to 

return to the wild. CCF offers a 

discounted rate on food and board to zoo 

keepers that travel to Namibia and 

volunteer at the compound. I spent 5 

weeks at CCF in 2009 and it was one of 

the most amazing and inspiring 

experiences I have ever had. I learned 

first-hand the challenges of in-situ 

conservation efforts, had a chance to 

participate in educational programs 

offered to local ranchers, participated 

data collection for various genetic and 

physiological studies and helped the 

CCF keepers with some tricks of the 

trade to make everyone’s lives a little 

easier. The food was delicious, the water 

is safe to drink, the scenery was 

breathtaking and the accommodations 

were much nicer than I was expecting. 

Most of all the people were friendly and 

passionate; I made friends with folks 

from all over the globe. 

 

 If you are thinking about a volunteer 

opportunity please do not hesitate to 

contact me and I can go on for hours 

about all the incredible experiences that 

are waiting for you in Namibia! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:kymjanke@hotmail.com
http://www.ccfsandiego.weebly.com/
http://www.cheetah.org/
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Bowling for Rhinos 2012 
By Yvette Kemp, SD AAZK President, Sr Hospital Keeper 

 

For 20 years, the San Diego chapter of AAZK has been participating in the national annual fundraiser called 

Bowling For Rhinos. It came about when zoo keepers of the world started a national bowl-a-thon to help save rhinos 

and their habitats and realized that working together they could achieve more. Annually, AAZK chapters have 

pooled their resources and have raised $200,000 to $300,000. San Diego AAZK has been meeting the challenge to 

raise even more funds for rhinos with this year’s goal of $500,000 nation-wide. 

 

On the evening of June 2nd, 34 bowling teams and over 200 people joined forces for rhino conservation! Through 

sponsorship, donations, a bake sale, raffles, and a silent auction, people were able to come together for a common 

cause. Personally what I enjoy the most about BFR is who is involved in this amazing fundraiser. It’s not just 

keepers and animal care professionals, it’s everyone who wants to help make a difference for rhinos and their 

habitats. It’s everyone in zoo and animal organizations, as well as people from the community. It’s all types of people 

coming together for something we all believe in. This to me is when AAZK is at its strongest and shines. 

 

We would like to thank everyone who participated and supported this fun fundraiser. The San Diego Zoo Global 

Human Resources department was generous again this year by paying for the cost of the bowling alley, thus 

allowing that money to go to rhino conservation. They also donated 4 AL days for a special drawing that was held for 

all SDZG employees who participated in BFR. There were 4 very happy people that evening: Meredith Reid, Ann 

Knutson, Kelli Walker and Tony Erickson! We had several volunteers that helped us run the event and kept it 

running smoothly. Don’t know how we ever got along without them before. And of course there are all the 

participants who have supported this AAZK event for all these years! Not only does everyone come to support a 

great cause by raising sponsorship, but the come to play and have a good time! This year we rewarded teams for 

their creativity in costumes and several stepped up to the plate. The winners for best team costume were keepers 

from the Zoo’s Avian Propagation Center with their Disco Monal look. Definitely a head turner.  

 

We had 3 top sponsor makers that evening too: Ann Knutson, Bob Cisneros, and myself. As part of our reward for 

raising the most money, we were entered into a raffle to throw out the 1st pitch during the National Zoo Keeper 

Week keeper night at PetCo Park, July 16. We all came to an agreement that we wanted our friend and fellow 

keeper Josh Zelt to have that honor. Josh is a bird keeper at the San Diego Zoo who was in a horrible car accident 

last September. His progress has been incredible so we all wanted to see him throw out that first pitch. Josh and 

everyone there that evening was happy to hear the outcome of that raffle!  

 

Throughout the night our great MC Ron Ringer announced other events that kept the night exciting. Drawings for 

fabulous prizes raised $706, while the 50/50 drawing towards the end of the night kept everyone on the edge of their 

seat. In the end it came down to Aimee Goldcamp and Bill Whipple vying for the $268 prize. And the winner was… 

Bill Whipple, who then donated the money right back to rhino conservation! Thanks Bill! 

 

Volunteer Sylvia took care of the bake sale, which raised $191. Thank you to everyone who brought items. We are so 

amazed that we have never have had to ask for items to sell. BFR participants just show up with baked goods in 

hand for the sale. Then we all purchase and eat yummy treats all night! 

 

One of the big money makers of the event is always the silent auction and this 

is only possible because of all the great donations we receive from various 

organizations and businesses in the community. Special tour packages from 

the San Diego Zoo, Safari Park, CA Wolf Center, and SeaWorld are always 

exciting. This year we also had items from Walden Ashe Spa, Walter Todd 

Salon, The Gathering Restaurant, Café On Park, World Famous Restaurant, 

The Sheraton Hotel, The Yard House, St Petersburg Vodka, a kayak fishing 

trip from Jim Sammon’s of the Game On Kayak Fishing Show, and a gift from 

Deidra Cooper at Platinum Hair Designs, were just some of the great donations 

and sponsors who supported this year’s BFR silent auction and raffle. The silent auction alone raised over $2,100. 

 

In the end, that evening and up to date we have raised $16,109! Our best year was in 2007 when we raised $16,516. 

We still have time to beat that amount and will be sending in our total soon. So if you didn’t get the chance to 

contribute, visit our website. There you will find a special donation button dedicated BFR donations. Help rhinos 

and their habitats at http://sdaazk.com/?page_id=26. Thanks everyone! Let’s do it all again next year! 

 

http://sdaazk.com/?page_id=26
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National Zoo Keeper Week 2012 – Celebrating Zoo Keepers! 
By Lindsey King, SD AAZK Board Member, Sr Mammal Keeper 

 

 
This year marked the 6th year of celebrating National Zoo 

Keeper Week (NZKW) at zoological institutions around the 

country. In 2007, Congresswomen Susan Davis (D-CA) and 

Nancy Boyda (D-KS) co-sponsored the Congressional House 

resolution and NZKW has been celebrated the third week of 

July ever since. 

 

We kicked off the week by heading out on the field at Petco 

Park before a Padres vs. Astros game to share our love for 

animals and our jobs. Animal care professionals from the San 

Diego Zoo, San Diego Safari Park, Sea World San Diego, Lions 

Tigers & Bears, California Wolf Center, Living Coast 

Discovery Center and Project Wildlife joined a binturong, 

pangolin, meerkat, alligator, jungle nymph stick insect, 

spectacled owl and a cheetah with his dog companion as announcers shared our stories. It was a great moment that 

was only made better by Zoo Bird Keeper, Josh Zelt, throwing out the first pitch! Josh and his partner Heath were 

seriously injured in car accident last September. Their recoveries have been truly miraculous, so it was beyond 

exciting to see them walk out to the mound and have Josh throw the ball straight into home plate! 

 

At the zoo, we continued through the week by having keepers available at our Keeper Tent near the ZooStore to 

interact with guests and share stories about the critters in their care. We also hosted a Dunk Tank where fearless 

employees and managers agreed to have fellow co-workers dunk them for a cause. This year, all profits from 

dunking went to support the capital campaign for the Safari Park's new Tiger Trails exhibit. Tim Rupe and Mark 

Stuart from Operations and Development graciously agreed to match $1000 of the profits, but only if we met the 

challenge of raising $1000 first. A challenge that we met, and exceeded! 

 

Our week was capped off by Human Resources hosting a Happy Hour at Baja Betty's, a keeper favorite in Hillcrest 

and providing lunch from O's American Kitchen. Second to animals, food is next best way to a keeper's heart! At the 

lunch, San Diego AAZK also raffled off gift certificates to Ikiru Sushi, Gro Cafe, The Yard House and the California 

Wolf Center as a thank you for all the hard work our keepers do, day in and day out. 

 

We truly believe zoo keeping is the best job out there and you 

couldn't change our minds even if you tried! 
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National Zoo Keeper Week 2012 at The Safari Park 
By Kym Janke, SD AAZK Board Member, Sr Mammal Keeper 

 

The festivities started off on Tuesday, July 17th with the inaugural dunk tank at the Safari Park. It was a great 

success with $467 being raised for the Tiger Trails exhibit. Keepers and staff from all departments had a great time 

getting a chance to soak some of their supervisors, coworkers and friends. Lucky for the dunkees the temperature 

was well into the nineties and I am sure the water felt great! Please read the article in this newsletter on the dunk 

tanks at both the zoo and the park for more information on this great fun filled event. 

 

On Friday July 20th, the animal care staff was treated to a fantastic lunch catered by Pat and Oscars with drinks 

donated by the park’s own food service department. Chicken wings, salad, pizza and breadsticks seemed endless but 

put this spread didn’t last long with the lines of keepers waiting to eat. Lunch was scheduled to last 2 hours but it 

was clear an hour in that this lunch was not going to last. One and a half hours later the food was GONE, but on the 

plus side everyone had full bellies. We would like to give a huge Thank You to Stephanie Crise, Bob McClure and 

Susan Licon for their help in making this lunch possible! 

 

Finally keepers had the chance to step away from their everyday jobs and spend some time talking to our guests 

about the profession of zoo keeping. A display was set up in the park’s Nairobi Village, Friday to Sunday, 

highlighting some of the tools of the trade and varying tasks that are part of a keeper’s day. People of all ages had a 

great time trying to guess which baby would drink from which bottle and getting to examine the differences between 

a lion skull and an okapi skull. Children were given the opportunity to make enrichment items that were later 

distributed to the animals. They learned the importance of enrichment through coloring and adding scents to simple 

objects like paper tubes and gourds, some even took the time to write special messages to the animals on their 

artistic creation. It was a fun weekend to everyone who participated, and a special thank you needs to go out to 

Gloria Kendall (lead keeper) and the volunteers from the safari park who made this event possible! 

 

Overall it was a great week and although we keepers know we have one of the most diverse and challenging jobs 

around it was fun to get to share these stories with the Safari Park guests. 

 

 

CA Wolf Center Volunteer Day 
By Christine Fenwick, SD AAZK Conservation Officer, Sr Mammal Keeper 

 

On July 18th, volunteers met in the early morning in front of the zoo to start our adventure to the California Wolf 

Center to help with whatever projects were planned for our group. There were 9 volunteers total to help: Mirrielle 

and Thomas, Ashley, Ann, Christine, Jenni, Galea, Mark, and Larry.   

 

We started our time at the Wolf Center with a tour of the grounds and wolf residents, and a quick breakdown of 

their schedule and husbandry. Our group then began the selected project for the day, pulling T posts out of one of 

the Mexican grey wolf exhibits. The T posts were initially used to help protect plants within the enclosure.   

 

The wolves in the enclosure stayed safely away from our work party 

in the lower part of the enclosure. Our group worked efficiently to 

push, pull, dig, and pry the posts out of the ground while enjoying 

the amazing view of the Anza Borego Desert in the background. 

Collectively working and sweating with the staff and interns from 

the Wolf Center, we managed to dislodge about 60 posts from the 

ground and remove them from the exhibit in the hour and a half we 

had to work on the project.   

 

We finished our day with a stop at the Wolf Center gift shop before 

hitting the road back to San Diego. It was a great day, filled with 

great people, a great view, and wonderfully beautiful animals!   

 

Many thanks to the CA Wolf Center staff for helping coordinate the volunteer day! 
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Thanks To The Shirley Busch Scholarship Fund 
By Maureen O. Duryee, SD AAZK Vice President, Sr Animal Trainer at Backstage Pass 

 

I’d like to thank the San Diego Chapter of American Association of Zoo Keepers 

for awarding me the Shirley Busch Scholarship Fund this year.  

 

I had the pleasure of working in Thailand for almost 3 weeks this May and 

June of 2012. I worked with another keeper; Ken Lang from Front Royal: 

Smithsonian Institute, and three other Thai keepers. We worked at the 

Clouded Leopard Breeding Consortium compound inside the Khao Kheow Open 

Zoo in Thailand. This consortium began in 2000 and is made up of three zoos 

from the U.S.: Point Defiance Zoo & Aquarium, Nashville Zoo at Grassmere, 

and The National Zoo: Smithsonian Institute, and one zoo in Thailand: Khao 

Kheow Open Zoo. There are 34 clouded leopards being cared for at the zoo in 

Thailand, however these cats are dispersed over three different areas within 

the zoo. The actual breeding compound housed 16 cats or 8 breeding pairs 

producing a total of 50 cubs to date. 

 

My main focus was to help introduce potential breeding pairs of cats. There were two pairs of clouded leopards that 

the Consortium was interested in breeding. The male counterparts of these pairs were from the wild; their blood line 

will add new genetic diversity to the captive population. Each pairing provided challenges in the match-up because 

the males were significantly older than the females. Even though there were great risks at stake, the benefit of the 

new blood line out-weighed the potential loss. Luckily, there were no casualties!  In fact, one pair bred 12 times over 

a period of 3 days. The other pairing ended with cat napping in close proximity, which was also considered a success.  

If that pairing stays the course, breeding will occur within 2 or 3 more estrous cycles. 

 

This is the first time San Diego Zoo Global has supported the Consortium and it was greatly appreciated by all. The 

project is run efficiently, professionally and successfully. We were offered clouded leopard cubs and another 

invitation to return to work or visit the project in the future. The director of Khao Kheow Open Zoo was pleased the 

San Diego Zoo Global was involved and mentioned he will name two of the potential cubs produced from the pairing 

I worked on after myself and our zoo…pretty cool. 

 

 

SD AAZK and The Carlsbad Marathon 
By Ann Knutson, SD AAZK Board Member, Sr Bird Keeper 

 

The San Diego chapter of AAZK is always looking for ways to reach out to people and educate them about 

conservation issues around the world and raise money for these causes. This year we have become an official charity 

of the Tri-City Medical Center Carlsbad Marathon and Half, which will be held January 27, 2013. 

   

By joining the band of official charities, we are hoping to be able to use this as a platform to shine light on the many 

conservation issues we hold so dear and to have some fun at the same time. With over 10,000 runners and walkers 

from all over the U.S. and many foreign countries expected to participate in the race weekend festivities, we have a 

huge opportunity to reach a lot of people.   

 

If you have ever thought about running or walking a half-marathon or running a marathon, this is a great course for 

both first timers and seasoned pros. The 26.2- and 13.1-mile 

courses run through the quaint Carlsbad Village, along oceanfront 

Pacific Coast Highway, and past sandy beaches and picturesque 

lagoons.   

 

We will be scheduling runs and walks, and have runners to help 

with questions about training and events to motivate and inspire 

those participating leading up to the race. To get more information 

on running, walking, or volunteering at the race, please contact 

Aknutson@sandiegozoo.org. 
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Dunk Tank Fundraiser: Helping the Safari Park’s Tiger Exhibit 
By Yvette Kemp, SD AAZK President, Sr Hospital Keeper 

 

The San Diego chapter of AAZK is always involved in raising funds for various conservation organizations. There’s 

the Red Panda Project, Grevy’s Zebra Program, CA Wolf Center, and of course Bowling for Rhinos, among many 

others. So when we wanted to do something to thank San Diego Zoo Global’s assistance during the 2011 National 

AAZK Conference, it was unanimous that we raise funds for the new tiger exhibit being built at the Safari Park. The 

question we had was when and how to do it. 

 

For the last several years AAZK has hosted a dunk tank fundraiser at the zoo and we thought this would be an 

excellent way to raise the money plus give others the opportunity to participate. National Zoo Keeper Week (NZKW) 

is celebrated during the 3rd week of July, so we decided that would be a good time for everyone to help raise money 

for the tiger exhibit. Once we advertised the dunk tank fundraiser, we received a fundraising challenge… Mark 

Stuart and Tim Rupe announced they would donate $1,000 to the effort if we raised $1,000! The challenge was on! 

So on July 17th the Safari Park hosted their 1st dunk tank fundraiser, and on July 19th the San Diego Zoo hosted 

their 4th. Boy did we have fun! 

 

At the Safari Park, dunkers were able to try their luck at dunking people like Michael Ahlering, Janet Rose-

Hinostroza, Kim Caldwell, Andrew Stallard, Andy Blue, Lance Aubery, Peter Jones, Susie Ekard, Nikki Pecorelli, 

and other dunkees. Christine Fenwick organized the dunk tank there and reported that they had such a great time, 

they are already planning next year’s tank fundraiser. Not only did the Safari Park participants have a good time, 

they raised $467 for the tiger exhibit.  

 

On July 19th the dunk tank at the San Diego Zoo was organized by Matt Price and he was able to bring in brought in 

old and new dunkees, who did their best at taunting and distracting throwers. There was quite the line up with 

repeat dunkees such as John Dunlap, Debbie Lowe, Kristi Lee Dovich, Tammy Rach, Bob Dillon, Kevin Haupt, Ted 

Molter, Mike Letzring, Nicole LaGreco, Janice Owlette, Nicki Boyd, Matt Akel, Bob Cisneros, Drs Meg Sutherland 

and Tracy Clippinger, Debra Erickson, and David Page, who again brought his finance posse to sink him repeatedly. 

New dunkees included Dean Gibson, Denise Caballero and keepers Ashley Roberts, Chad Summers, and Lindsey 

King. Mick Musella was unable to sit in the tank this year, so he donated $100 stating that is most likely what 

people who wanted to dunk him would have spent. So true! Thanks to the dunkees and the people who did their best 

to sink them, the Zoo raised $906.  

 

Between the zoo and the park, we raised $1,300 surpassing the $1,000 challenge from Mark and Tim! Thanks to all 

the dunkees, dunkers, donors, and all participants for their support of this very fun fundraiser! With the dunk tank 

and Stuart/Rupe totals, we raised $2,300. Thank you Tim and Mark! And thanks to the generosity of an anonymous 

donor, an additional $9,000 is added to every $2,000 raised for the tiger exhibit. So basically, thanks to everyone’s 

efforts, over $11,000 was raised during NZKW for the tiger exhibit at the Safari Park. Way to go everyone! 

 

If you’d like to see the pictures we took, visit our Facebook Page at http://www.facebook.com/#!/sdaazk. 

 

 

 

  

http://www.facebook.com/#!/sdaazk
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San Diego AAZK’s 3rd Annual Photo Contest 

                          

This is a digital photo contest highlighting photography’s vital role in capturing 

conservation issues worldwide.  Photos will be judged on the basis of content, overall 
impact and artistic quality.  Each photo entry must tell a "good news" story about 
conservation and the environment. 

  

Official Photo Contest Rules: 

 All entries must be received online between July 1, 2012 and September 1, 2012.  

 Each photo must be named and be accompanied by 2-5 sentences describing a related environmental issue.  

 Each photo must be submitted in JPEG format and be no larger than 800 x 600 pixels.  However, the original file must 
be larger for publication purposes.  

  Each contestant may submit up to three photos with a single donation of $10.60 payable using PayPal link at 
www.sdaazk.org. The link will be made available on July 1

st
.  

 Once your donation has been made, you will be able to submit your photo entries to sdaazkphotocontest@gmail.com 

 The prizes include: Best In Show (1) - $75, People’s Choice (1) - $75 

 Judges will select the Best In Show winner.  The People’s Choice winner will be selected by the highest number of 

“likes” on Facebook http://www.facebook.com/sdaazk 

 Photos will be uploaded to our Facebook 2012 Photo Contest album prior to voting. 

 The judges are Ken Bohn-Photographer for the Zoological Society of San Diego, Carmi Penny-Curator of the 
Zoological Society of San Diego, Yvette Kemp-President of SD AAZK and John Dunlap-Director of the San Diego 
Zoo.   

 Winning photos will be announced October 6, 2012.  

 The winning photos will be displayed at SD AAZK events, the SD AAZK website, the SD AAZK Facebook page and 
possibly printed on the cover of The Forum (National publication of AAZK) 

 By entering this photo contest, the winning photographers give SD AAZK permission to publish their photos in any of 
its publications or other printed materials and on its web site in the context that they are the Best In Show and 

People’s Choice photos from the 2012 SD AAZK photo contest.   

 For other uses SD AAZK will seek permission from the photographers. 

 The monies raised from this year's  

contest will go to: 

 

 

For questions, please contact 

Maureen O. Duryee   mduryee@sandiegozoo.org 

 

 

http://www.sdaazk.org/
mailto:sdaazkphotocontest@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/sdaazk
mailto:mduryee@sandiegozoo.org
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The Keeper is published quarterly by the San Diego Chapter of the American Association of Zoo Keepers, 

Inc. (SD AAZK), a nonprofit, tax-exempt organization with offices at P.O. Box 120551, San Diego, CA 

92112; (619) 231-1515, ext. 4672. Address for editorial, advertising and membership inquiries—SD AAZK, 

P.O. Box 632984, Hillcrest Post Office San Diego, CA 92103. Reproduction or use without written 

permission of editorial or pictorial content in any manner is prohibited. Copyright @ 1996 by SD AAZK. 

Subscriptions are included with the membership in SD AAZK or by paying $12 per year, U.S. currency 

only. The Keeper assumes no responsibility for unsolicited materials. Manuscripts or artwork not 

accompanied by a self–addressed, stamped envelope may not be returned. The Keeper makes every effort 

to ensure that the products and services advertised in our pages are consistent with the environmental 

ethic that we promote. Opinions expressed on these pages do not necessarily reflect the view of the SD 

AAZK, AAZK, Inc., or the board of either chapter or parent organization. 

 

CALENDAR 2012 visit www.sdaazk.org for updates 
 

 September 1, 2012: SD AAZK AAZK’s 3rd Annual Photo Contest Deadline! 

  

  
 September 8 – October 1, 2012: SD AAZK Friends can vote for their favorite photo contest 

contestants by “liking” pictures in the Photo Contest Album! 

 

 Saturday, September 8, 2012: Swap Meet Fundraiser. Time:  6:00 am – 1:00 pm. Location:  Kobey’s 

swap meet on Sports Arena Blvd. Volunteers and donations needed. Call (619)231-1515 ext 4672 to 

participate. 

  

 September/October TBA 2012. SD AAZK Fundraiser for Project Wildlife. Details coming soon. 

  

 October 6, 2012: 3rd Annual Photo Contest Winners announced. 

  

 Saturday, December 1, 2012: Swap Meet Fundraiser. Time:  6:00 am – 1:00 pm. Location:  Kobey’s 

swap meet on Sports Arena Blvd. Volunteers and donations needed. Call (619)231-1515 ext 4672 to 

participate. 

  

 December TBA 2012: Humane Society Fundraiser. Details to come. 

  

 January 2013. Carlsbad Half Marathon. Details on how to participate as a runner or volunteer 

coming soon.  

 

 Visit our website at www.sdaazk.org for the latest updates. 

  

 To see pictures from our events, visit our Facebook page. 

mailto:TheKeeperSDAAZK@cox.net
http://www.sdaazk.org/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/San-Diego-American-Association-of-Zoo-Keepers/224590787467?ref=share
http://www.sdaazk.org/
http://www.sdaazk.org/

