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Quarterly Newsletter – Summer 2012

President’s Message
By Yvette Kemp, SD AAZK President
I want to thank our past board members for the great work they did for San Diego
AAZK. They provided strong leadership during a time when a lot was going on (like
hosting the National AAZK Conference). They were invaluable and will always be
remembered as people who made things happen. Thank you Matt, Aimee, and Holly for
your time on the board! It is good to know you are close and we can always count on
your support.
San Diego AAZK is a constantly growing organization. Just as some people have left the
board, others have joined. I invite you to go to our website and get to know each of them
in our About San Diego AAZK tab then click on Contact Us. They are a great bunch of
people with a lot of enthusiasm and ideas that will assist our chapter in reaching its full
potential. We are excited about some of the changes that they have already made!
We have always donated money to a variety of conservation groups. As part of the next
step in our mission, we are donating $200 to the conservation organization each of our
guest speakers belong to. We will also host a small raffle during the social time before
their presentation to raise more money that will go to their cause. San Diego AAZK
realizes that awareness is key to any effort. By inviting speakers to inform our
members and friends about what they are doing, we hope to be assisting them in
promoting their cause. There are so many amazing people dedicated to wildlife
conservation that it is important to do as much as we can to help.
Besides donations to conservation projects, your membership dues contribute to is the
Continuing Education Scholarship Fund. This is an opportunity to receive $250 worth
of financial assistance to attend a conference or educational program members are
interested in. Along with the new Shirley Busch Professional Development Grant there
are more opportunities for members to made advances in their profession.
Again, awareness is important to any organization and SD AAZK has already partnered
with the San Diego River Park Foundation and Lions Tigers & Bears this year to help
out with projects at their facilities. In July we’ll be at the CA Wolf Center in Julian,
then later on Project Wildlife and the Humane Society. Be sure to check our website for
dates so you can join us. We really do have a lot going on. There’s Laurie Marker’s
presentation in May, Bowling for Rhinos in June, then National Zoo Keeper Week in
July. And don’t forget about our annual photo contest. You will have the chance to enter
your photo(s) this year from July 1st to September 1 st. Past photos and messages were
inspiring and this year you’ll have the opportunity to place your vote as we feature
them on our Facebook page.
We’d like to invite you to get to know us better and join all the activities. Come to the
presentations, our meetings, and events. You can even follow us on Facebook and
Twitter. Come see how you and your membership makes a difference while supporting
other conservation organizations!
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Big Trip for the Smallest Bear
By Crystal Schalmo, Mammal Keeper, San Diego Zoo
In October 2011, I got the opportunity to travel abroad for the first time. My original goal was to study the wild
counter-parts to the Bornean sun bears that I currently care for at The San Diego Zoo. By working at The Bornean
Sun Bear Conservation Center (BSBCC) with a group of rescued bears, I hoped to learn about their management in
a different captive setting and to share my experience with managing captive sun bears with this outstanding group
of people. This trip came at a critical point in captive sun bear management. Due to the lack of breeding success in
North America many facilities are reconsidering exhibiting these charismatic, intelligent animals in their
collections. It is clear that more information is necessary to help save this incredible species.
The BSBCC was founded in 2008 by Siew Te Wong in response to the lack of care that rescued sun bears receive. As
a long term sun bear researcher, Wong is acutely aware of the desperate situation that these bears are in. The
BSBCC strives to serve as a rescue, rehabilitation, education, and research center for sun bears. The goal of the
BSBCC is to promote sun bear conservation by (1) creating the capacity to confiscate, rehabilitate and release
suitable orphaned and ex-captive bears back into the wild; (2) providing an improved long-term living environment
for captive bears welfare that cannot be released; and (3) educating the public and raising awareness about this
little known species through visitor and education outreach programs, and (4) conduct research on both captives and
wild sun bears.
As the trip grew closer Wong asked me if I would be willing to put together a training program to teach his keepers
the basics of animal training to enhance the lives of the bears at the facility. Over the course of a month I combined
a lecture series with hands-on training for the two keepers and their manager. The two keepers that are employed
there speak English as a second language so I encountered a handful of unexpected challenges in the course of the
training series. I allowed the keepers to decide what behaviors they wanted to focus on. Since they are new trainers
we did basic behaviors such as paw presentation, open mouth behaviors and various body positioning. By the end of
the month it was amazing to see the effectiveness of basic training on the animals we worked with. The keepers and
I learned a lot from each other. The ultimate goal is to be able to have them train more complex behaviors such as
injection training and vaginal swab collection training on the females. Since little is known about this species,
utilizing this captive group will help us expand our knowledge on their natural reproductive history. This knowledge
is critical in maximizing our captive management of this species and in understanding their wild counterparts in an
effort to preserve the species. In addition the training program enriches the bears by giving them new challenges to
work on and it allows the keepers to manage their bears more easily and monitor their health more effectively.
This trip allowed me to not only sharpen my training skills but also allowed me to experience first hand what is
happening to the ecosystem in this area. My passion re-ignited, I came back ready to share my experiences and raise
awareness about the plight of the smallest bear and it's habitat.
Upon my return I had the opportunity to do a series of lectures, one of which was hosted by SDAAZK at the San
Diego Zoo. All of the talks went incredibly well and I am encouraged about the level of interest. In addition to
raising awareness I also wanted to send some funds back to the BSBCC. I am pleased to report that the event, Beers
for Bears, held in February of this year with the help of SDAAZK we were able to raise about $1500 to send to
Malaysia to help the BSBCC buy enrichment, training and basic husbandry materials!
So a big THANK YOU to all of you that came and had a good
time to help the smallest bear!! It is so important that we all do
what we can as our planet continues to have challenges. If you
would like to follow all of the progress that Wong is making, feel
free to check out his website at www.sunbears.wildlifedirect.org/.
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Wildlife SOS
By Christine Fenwick, Sr. Mammal Keeper, SDZ Safari Park
San Diego AAZK was proud to welcome Geeta Seshamani and Kartick Satyanarayan, of India’s Wildlife SOS, to the
San Diego Zoo to speak on April 5, 2012.
Wildlife SOS was established in 1995 as a non-profit charity dedicated to protection, conservation, and research of
India’s wildlife, habitats, and local communities. Wildlife SOS is predominantly known for their intensive work to
help eliminate dancing bears from the streets of India. They rescued more than 600 sloth bears from the streets of
India, established four rescue centers in India to house the rescued bears, and provided alternative employment
training for local people to transition the Kalandar culture away from a dependency on animals.
Wildlife SOS is also actively involved in helping other wildlife in India by offering medical services for sick and
injured elephants and starting an elephant sanctuary to help rescue working elephants from the streets of India.
Wildlife SOS contributes to reptile protection in India by operating the only reptile rescue services in the country.
They also partnered with the Indian Government to expand the Leopard Rescue Center to provide proper captive
care and housing to rescued leopards currently living at the center.
Wildlife SOS is “Working to Save India’s Wildlife” for more information on their efforts please visit their website at
http://www.wildlifesos.org/home or follow them on Facebook and Twitter.
San Diego AAZK was proud to raise $112 from a fundraiser conducted at the speaking engagement and we also
donated $200 to help support Wildlife SOS conservation efforts in India.

Social Media and AAZK
By Matt Price, Sr. Mammal Keeper, San Diego Zoo
In 2012 the San Diego chapter of AAZK aims to make better use of social media apps like Facebook and Twitter.
You can expect multiple postings per week, allowing us to spread conservation minded messages to the followers of
our pages. Currently we are gearing our posts more toward rhinos as we begin our push toward Bowling For Rhinos
2012 on Saturday, June 2nd.
Currently we have 738 likes on Facebook and 64 followers on Twitter. We also partner with the San Diego Zoo
Twitter account to reach an additional 17,000 followers.
Like us on Facebook http://www.facebook.com and follow us on Twitter @SanDiegoAAZK!

Scholarships and Grants
By Sean Walcott, Bird Keeper, SeaWorld San Diego
We have two exciting scholarship and grant programs now available. The first is the Shirley Busch Professional
Development Grant. This $1,000 grant is available to assist a keeper to participate in an international conservation
project or attend an international conference furthering the advancement of animal welfare. Deadlines for
applications are due on June 1, 2012.
The second program that we have is SD AAZK Continuing Education Scholarship Fund. We will award three $250
scholarships for 2012 for keepers to attend a conference or educational program that contributes to the advancement
of animal welfare or participate in a conservation project. The deadline for application for this program is July 1,
2012.
Both grants are available to our San Diego AAZK members who are also national members. Learn more information
and guidelines for each program on our website at www.sdaazk.org.
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An Evening With The Eagle Scouts
By Yvette Kemp, SD AAZK President
On April 17th I was invited to attend a recognition dinner and sponsor an Eagle Scout who was interested in
becoming a zoo keeper.
The San Diego-Imperial Council of the Boy Scouts of America holds an Annual Eagle Scout Recognition Dinner
where they honor young men who have achieved the rank of Eagle Scout in 2011. As part of that dinner, citizens
from the community are asked to "Sponsor" an Eagle Scout for the dinner and are matched with Eagle Scouts who
share similar career interests and backgrounds, colleges attended and hobbies. For this year's dinner, there was an
Eagle Scout who hoped to work as a Zoo Keeper and/or with exotic animals.
After checking in, I started looking for the Eagle Scout I was paired up with. “My scout” Christopher was a nice
young man who was being recognized, along with over 100 other scouts, for fulfilling the requirements to become an
Eagle Scout. He explained to me that it involved several things which included earning 21 merit badges, developing
and building a project that is needed by a local organization, and completing a board review. Christopher had been a
scout since he was very young and now that he had turned 18, he was ready to start the next phase in his life.
It was a nice evening and a great opportunity for San Diego AAZK to be able to assist in the development of a
potential future keeper while participating in the community. Part of our mission is to stimulate incentive and
interest in the zoo keeping profession, and being asked to be a part of the Boy Scouts of America’s event was a great
opportunity to do just that. Not only was I able to get to know Christopher and hopefully help guide him towards his
goals for the future, but I also had the opportunity to speak with other scouts about what is involved in the zoo
keeping profession. Several of the boys asked why we would be interested in zoo keeping and working with animals
and it was fun to see Christopher’s responses and excitement.
After the reception and dinner, all the scouts were sworn in as Eagle Scouts. There was also a scout, Connor, that
received a medal of honor for saving the lives of 5 people who were swept away in the current while at the beach. It
was nice to see the support and how proud his fellow scouts were. The Master of Ceremonies for the evening was
Mike Slater, Morning Host of 760 KFMB-AM Radio, invited Connor to his show the next morning.
There was a special Keynote Speaker as well. It was Eagle Scout and actor Jon Heder, known for his roles in movies
such as Napoleon Dynamite, Blades of Glory, and School for Scoundrels. Jon spoke of how his years as a scout had
helped him develop his core values which have guided him throughout his life and career. Christopher had
mentioned to me earlier about how during his years with the scouts he had come to enjoy the outdoors and wildlife.
It was partly because of these experiences he was attracted to a career with animals.
I am glad I was able to attend this event, represent AAZK, and help a future animal care professional. Christopher
is sure to succeed given his commitment and passion. We wish him the best and look forward to spending time with
other scouts across San Diego.
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Lions, Tigers & Bears Volunteer Project
By Marcel Lammey, San Diego Zoo Corps Member
After a day of volunteering at the Alpine center “Lions, Tigers, & Bears” all that is left is a feeling of
accomplishment, happiness, and eagerness to help take on another volunteer project.
The day consisted of moving plants and grasses away from the road that leads into the facility to act as a natural
fire barrier in case of an emergency. It started out with a brief tour of the facility to acquire a better understanding
of what our work efforts would be helping and possibly protecting. After our tour, which included seeing bob cats,
lions, tigers, and even a few chickens under their coops watching us, we walked back out to the main road and were
instructed on how to move away the plants and grasses.
This part was simple, all we needed to do was take a shovel, hoe, rake, or hand tool and scrape away the top layer of
plants without digging too far into the dirt. However, traversing the hillside proved to be more of a challenge. I
partnered up with my friend Haley, a fellow Zoo Corps member who was equipped with a rake. As I shoveled from
above Haley raked the debris into a pile from below. For the first part of the day, the hill we were working on
provided a fun and unique challenge. As the day continued, teams of individuals working within proximity of each
other were constantly being formed and disbanded as the workload saw fit. It was a great time to interact with like
minded individuals who you may not have known to complete a task which is for the good of the animals in the
facility.
When we were nearing the end of our work, we had a small snack break in which we were given granola bars and
water. As we were eating, drinking, and talking with each other, we were also admiring our work. I remember
thinking how every single person that was there helped out tremendously and how it would be a much larger task
without their help.
Once we finished clearing the designated area we celebrated with a series of goofy group photos, followed by lunch.
Everyone that was present enjoyed the day and benefitted from the experience. It helped us learn the importance of
firsthand volunteering and that sometimes getting a little dirty is the best way to help out a lot.
Editor’s note: San Diego AAZK would like to thank all the Zoo Corp kids and other volunteers who joined us at LTB
this day. What Marcel doesn’t mention in his article are the challenges mother nature provided: rain, wind, hail, and
yes, even some snow. One can say that it definitely united us and made us stronger. Also on the positive side, the
weather was ideal for plant removal! Thank you to Marcel and all the volunteers.
Be sure to check out the pictures from that day on our Facebook page photo album!
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Keeping Up With Josh Zelt
By Yvette Kemp, SD AAZK President
It has been over two months since I had seen Josh and I can tell you that it is amazing the improvements he has
made during this time. If you remember in the last “The Keeper” newsletter, Josh was in the Las Palmas rehab
center getting therapy almost every day and working on gaining strength.
Well Josh is now at home after having spent time at Sharp’s Physical Therapy Center. He’s actually been at home
for about 6 weeks. Physical therapists come to his house 3 times a week and he has a health care provider with him
all day when Heath and other family members are at work (Josh is never home alone). So you can imagine my
surprise when I went to visit Josh and Heath the other day and Josh comes in on his wheelchair, comes up to the
couch, STANDS UP, turns around and plops into the chair! I mean stands up on his own, turns around and sits in
the couch. Last I had seen Josh he was at Sharp trying to moves his legs to walk with assistance from the therapist.
I mentioned this to them and Josh basically tells me to watch this: Heath gets his walker and puts it in front of him,
Josh pulls himself up and with the walker he’s booking around the living room. Pretty darn cool! And to boot, Josh
shows me the pin that he had in his pelvis, which was removed while I was away. Yes he had surgery sometime
during the 2 months to take the pin out and still has progressed this much.
So anyway, yes Josh is moving around and doing pretty well. He’s eating just about anything (just has to be careful
with large pieces of food), he’s moving his legs, can use his right hand and arm completely, but is still having trouble
with his left arm. He can move the fingers from the left hand but cannot lift the arm much. When grabbing the
walker for example, he lifts his left arm onto it with his right hand. Once it is there, he can grip and move as needed.
“Being at home has been great,” Josh says. His bedroom is downstairs, so they had to put in handrails. But once
those were installed, he was able to start going up and down on his own. He gets around in his wheelchair and the
walker and is able to have the company of his dog, Xander. What he hasn’t been able to do yet is go out to the
backyard to take care of his birds. But Josh said his brother Aaron has been doing that and informed him of some
chicks that hatched out recently. The way Josh has been progressing though, I am sure that just be a matter of time.
Just being at home has made a big difference and Josh is very happy to be there. He is scheduled to go back to Sharp
for some more intense therapy but they will let him know when that is going to happen.
So what is Josh doing now? Well he’s getting back in touch with his many friends via texting and Facebook. He is
the fastest right hand only “texter” that I know that’s for sure.
He also has also set some goals. One of them is to participate at this year’s Bowling for Rhinos and National Zoo
Keeper Week. Josh plans on raising funds to be entered into the drawing to throw the 1 st pitch on July 16th at PetCo
Park. As he said to me, “Thank God my right arm still works  .” He will definitely be going out on the field with us
that day to honor animal care professionals. He’s going to work on being able to walk out there but just in case
wanted to make sure he could use his wheelchair if needed.
His other goal is to come back to work. He said with time he can concentrate on his getting his left hand to work
better and at least make bird diets. Josh and Heath have made several trips to the zoo lately and you can tell he
misses the animals (ok and some of the people too).
If you haven’t seen Josh or Heath lately, you should. Heath is looking better, he has a bit more meat on his bones
and is looking more relaxed. I mentioned his arms were looking bigger too. Josh said it was because he’s getting his
workouts lifting him all the time.
Josh looks pretty darn good too. As I mentioned, he’s moving around more, more active, and in good spirits,
amazingly good really. Just makes you think about what we can do when we really want to.
Be sure to look for Josh and Heath at Bowling for Rhino’s on June 2nd. Can’t wait!
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San Diego American Association of Zoo Keepers Presents:

A Race to the Future to Save the Wild Cheetah
By Dr. Laurie Marker
Founder and Executive Director of the Cheetah Conservation Fund

SD AAZK
Mission Statement:
To promote and establish
good relationships among
professional zoo keepers.
To promote and establish a
means to stimulate incentive
and greater interest in the
zoo keeping profession.
To support deserving
conservation projects to
include educating the
general public about the
need for preserving our
natural resources and animal
life through these worthwhile
efforts.
To establish materials
beneficial to zoo keeper
education.

Mankind has brought the cheetah to the edge of extinction.
The wild population of these magnificent cats is thought to
be less than 10,000 today. Based in Namibia, host to the
largest population of wild cheetah, the Cheetah Conservation
Fund (CCF) has worked for the last 20 years to save the
cheetah. Dr. Laurie Marker, who is the world’s leading
expert on cheetahs, sold everything she owned in 1990 and
started CCF. Dr. Marker will discuss non-lethal
farming methods, CCF's award winning Bushblok and The
Livestock Guarding Dog programs.

When: Thursday, May 10th, 2012
Social: 4:30pm Talk: 5:00pm
Where: Rondavel (Zoo)

SD AAZK WEBSITE:
WWW.SDAAZK.ORG

FOOD AND DRINKS WILL BE PROVIDED!

CONTACT:
THEKEEPERSDAAZK@
COX.NET
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Bowling for Rhinos 2012
Join us on June 2nd at Kearny Mesa Bowl on Clairemont Mesa Blvd as we raise money on the 22nd year of our
annual bowling fundraiser, Bowling for Rhinos.
We invite you to put your team together and raise funds for rhinos and their habitats. Prizes will be awarded to
the top 3 fundraisers, the person who has the most pledges, plus all participants that raise $500 or more will be
entered into a drawing to throw the 1st pitch at PetCo Park on July 16th.
There will also be exciting raffles, a silent auction, and a delicious bake sale.
100% of all monies raised that evening will be donated to the AAZK Rhino Conservation effort. BFR funds
support Lewa Wildlife Conservancy in Kenya, Ujung Kulon National Park in Indonesia, Bukit Barisan Selatan
National Park (BBSNP) and Way Kambas in Sumatra.
Registration costs $50 for a team of 5 bowlers. Bowling will take place from 6:00 until 9:00 pm and we ask that
each bowler raise a minimum of $30 due at check in.
Visit our website at www.sdaazk.org for registration forms and more information!

Let’s celebrate animal care professionals and the important jobs they do!
Activities include:
1) the chance to share information about your career with guests in the keeper tent (July 16-20),
2) July 16 Padres vs Astros game at PetCo Park celebrating Animal Care Professionals,
3) the opportunity to go on the field and throw the game’s 1st pitch,
4) a special Happy Hour,
5) lunch for animal care staff and more!
Watch for details on how to purchase Padres tickets for Keeper Night and more info about NZKW.
The Keeper - Summer 2012
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San Diego AAZK’s 3rd Annual Photo Contest

This is a digital photo contest highlighting photography’s vital role in capturing
conservation issues worldwide. Photos will be judged on the basis of content, overall
impact and artistic quality. Each photo entry must tell a "good news" story about
conservation and the environment.
Official Photo Contest Rules:


All entries must be received online between July 1, 2012 and September 1, 2012.



Each photo must be named and be accompanied by 2-5 sentences describing a related environmental issue.



Each photo must be submitted in JPEG format and be no larger than 800 x 600 pixels. However, the original file must
be larger for publication purposes.



Each contestant may submit up to three photos with a single donation of $10.60 payable using PayPal link at
st
www.sdaazk.org. The link will be made available on July 1 .



Once your donation has been made, you will be able to submit your photo entries to sdaazkphotocontest@gmail.com



The prizes include: Best In Show (1) - $75, People’s Choice (1) - $75



Judges will select the Best In Show winner. The People’s Choice winner will be selected by the highest number of
“likes” on Facebook http://www.facebook.com/sdaazk


Photos will be uploaded to our Facebook 2012 Photo Contest album prior to voting.



The judges are Ken Bohn-Photographer for the Zoological Society of San Diego, Carmi Penny-Curator of the
Zoological Society of San Diego, Yvette Kemp-President of SD AAZK and John Dunlap-Director of the San Diego
Zoo.



Winning photos will be announced October 6, 2012.



The winning photos will be displayed at SD AAZK events, the SD AAZK website, the SD AAZK Facebook page and
possibly printed on the cover of The Forum (National publication of AAZK)



By entering this photo contest, the winning photographers give SD AAZK permission to publish their photos in any of
its publications or other printed materials and on its web site in the context that they are the Best In Show and
People’s Choice photos from the 2012 SD AAZK photo contest.



For other uses SD AAZK will seek permission from the photographers.



The monies raised from this year's
contest will go to:

For questions, please contact
Maureen O. Duryee mduryee@sandiegozoo.org
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San Diego AAZK
P.O. Box 632984
San Diego, CA 92103

Tel: (619) 231-1515 ext. 4672
Email: TheKeeperSDAAZK@cox.net
Web site: www.sdaazk.org
FaceBook: http://www.facebook.com/pages/San-Diego-American-Association-of-Zoo-Keepers/224590787467?ref=share
The Keeper is published quarterly by the San Diego Chapter of the American Association of Zoo Keepers,
Inc. (SD AAZK), a nonprofit, tax-exempt organization with offices at P.O. Box 120551, San Diego, CA
92112; (619) 231-1515, ext. 4672. Address for editorial, advertising and membership inquiries—SD AAZK,
P.O. Box 632984, Hillcrest Post Office San Diego, CA 92103. Reproduction or use without written
permission of editorial or pictorial content in any manner is prohibited. Copyright @ 1996 by SD AAZK.
Subscriptions are included with the membership in SD AAZK or by paying $12 per year, U.S. currency
only. The Keeper assumes no responsibility for unsolicited materials. Manuscripts or artwork not
accompanied by a self–addressed, stamped envelope may not be returned. The Keeper makes every effort
to ensure that the products and services advertised in our pages are consistent with the environmental
ethic that we promote. Opinions expressed on these pages do not necessarily reflect the view of the SD
AAZK, AAZK, Inc., or the board of either chapter or parent organization.

CALENDAR 2012 visit www.sdaazk.org for updates


Thursday, May 10, 2012: SD AAZK AAZK Presents: Laurie Marker, Cheetah
Conservation Fund Founder. Time: 4:30 pm social, 5:00 pm presentation. Location:
San Diego Zoo’s Rondavel Room.

A Race to the Future to Save the Wild Cheetah
By Dr. Laurie Marker
Founder and Executive Director of the Cheetah Conservation Fund


June 2, 2012: Bowling For Rhinos. Time: 5:15 check-in, 6:00 – 9:00 pm bowling. Location: Kearny Mesa Bowl, Clairemont Mesa
Blvd. $50/lane for 5 bowlers and shoes. Opportunity drawings, auction, and more. Visit our website www.sdaazk.org for details and
team forms. Limited space so be sure to register soon.



Saturday, June 9, 2012: Swap Meet Fundraiser. Time: 6:00 am – 1:00 pm. Location: Kobey’s swap meet on Sports Arena Blvd.
Volunteers and donations needed. Call (619)231-1515 ext 4672 to participate.





July 15-21, 2012: National Zoo Keeper Week! Details of events for the week to follow soon.






Monday, July 16, 2012: PetCo Park Celebrates Animal Care Professionals. Join us as we celebrate all that animal care
professionals do as they are honored on the field before the 7:05 pm game (Padres vs Astros). Representatives from various conservation
organizations will be on the field with some of the animals they work with. Watch as one of our representatives throw the first pitch.
Tickets to be sold at a discount price. More information to come.
August 2012: SD AAZK Fundraiser for Project Wildlife. Details coming soon.
Saturday, September 8, 2012: Swap Meet Fundraiser. Time: 6:00 am – 1:00 pm. Location: Kobey’s swap meet on Sports Arena
Blvd. Volunteers and donations needed. Call (619)231-1515 ext 4672 to participate.

Saturday, December 1, 2012: Swap Meet Fundraiser. Time: 6:00 am – 1:00 pm. Location: Kobey’s swap meet on Sports Arena
Blvd. Volunteers and donations needed. Call (619)231-1515 ext 4672 to participate.
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